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A Very Special Mother’s Day 
 

When Alison and I got married we both agreed we wanted a large family.  However, after Ben 
and Theo were born, I wasn’t so sure.  In addition to a life-threatening pregnancy for Alison, I 
thought to myself, “How could I possibly love another child as much as I love Theo and Ben?”  
Part of the miracle of love is that God enlarges our capacity to love as he grows our families 
and when Henry was born I knew that I would love him just as much as my other two. 
 

However, with three boys (actually Alison says there are four  little boys in our family) someone 
was still missing.  Alison always wanted a little girl:  someone to buy pretty dresses for; some-
one to have tea parties with.  At this point we knew that our chances of making a little girl were pretty slim and then a dream 
from the past – almost forgotten – resurfaced in Alison’s heart and mind.  “I want to adopt a little girl,” she announced one 
day. 
 

“Wow!” I thought.  “Adoption is a wonderful alternative for those who are unable to have children of their own but if God gave 
you the ability to make babies – well, that’s what you ought to do!” Well, every time I’m sure I know the mind of God on any 
given subject… that’s when I get myself into trouble.  Over the next few weeks, God’s hand reached down and began to mas-
sage my heart until it softened and I realized that Alison’s desire to adopt a baby girl had been placed in her heart by God 
himself. 
 

It was a done deal now. No turning back. We applied for a home equity loan to pay the initial adoption fees, and trusted God 
to provide the finances to support the adoption and raising her. People ask me why we didn’t adopt from the USA. The an-
swer is that our daughter was in China – that’s what Alison told me and, by now, I had learned to trust her judgment.  Then a 
passage of Scripture came to my mind that confirmed for me that she was right… 
 

“Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from west… Bring my sons from 
afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth – everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” Isaiah 43: 5-7  
 

It was a long and sometimes difficult wait – 14 months – but then we got the call.  Lily Grace had been found.  Unknown to us 
at the time, she had been born at the precise time we had begun the adoption process.  There are many beautiful babies in 
China, but she is the one whom we love.  
 

Love. Undeserved love. God loves us and we have done nothing to deserve it in ourselves either.  
 

Adoption – accept, receive, welcome, embrace, take in to one’s family and raise as one’s own. 
 

Psalm 2:7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”  
 

James 1:27 Look after orphans and widows in their distress and keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  
 

Psalm 68:5 A father to the fatherless, defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families.  
 

Ephesians 1:5 In love he predestined us to be adopted as sons and daughters through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  
 

John 14:18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  
 

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship 
(adoption). And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we 
are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ…”  
 

This will be a very special Mother’s Day for Alison – knowing that we have a daughter on the other side of the world that we 
will soon welcome into our family.  Even though I have not met her yet, when I look at Lily Grace’s picture, I am amazed at the 
miracle of her adoption, and the awesomeness of what God has done for us by adopting us as his children by faith in Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior.                                                                                                              ~Pastor David  
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The JOY (Just Older Youth) 
GROUP will have their 
monthly Potluck Luncheon on 
Friday, May 8, 2009 at 12:00 
noon.   
 

If you haven’t previously at-
tended a J.O.Y. Potluck come 
and join in the fun, great food 
and fellowship. 
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Starting in May, we  
will host a movie  
day for the adults.   
Feel free to invite  
friends, neighbors, 
 your community, etc.   
Our goal is to reach 
out into the community and offer an place for 
fellowship.  Each movie will be presented 
at 10:30 am  in the morning  and ending 
around lunch time allowing a wonderful op-
portunity to get together and make new 
friends.    
 

The church will be offering drinks and pop-
corn for purchase at our mini snack bar, or, 
you are welcome to bring your own.  You are 
also encouraged to bring lunch so that you 
can fellowship with others following the 
movie.  The entire event will be held in the 
fellowship hall and is free to everyone!   
 

Here is the line-up for our films: 
 

Tuesday, May 26:   “A Place Called Home” 
A wealthy widow Tula [Ann Margaret] begins 
to lose her eyesight, she sees reality in a 
whole new and disturbing light.  Fearing 
greedy relatives who want to drive her from 
her home so they can develop her property, 
she teams up with scrappy-but-kind father-
daughter drifters, Hank and Cali.  Together 
they take a stand for justice. 
 

Tuesday, June 9:   “Though None Go With 
Me”  In this film adaptation of the heart tug-
ging novel by Jerry Jenkins, Cheryl Ladd 
stars as Elizabeth Leroy Bishop, the woman 
whose faith and strength remain constant, 
whatever sorrows or tragedies befall her.  
Set in the small town of Three Rivers, her 
inspiring story spans five decades, two 
World Wars, and the Great Depression. 
 

Tuesday, June 23:  “The Note”   When she 
discovers a fatal plane crash, journalist Pey-
ton MacGruder, makes an eerie discovery—
a hastily written message from one of the 
passengers.  The note’s heartfelt words 
launch Peyton on an emotional cross-
country journey to find the intended recipi-
ent—with famed reporter, Truman Harris, 
dogging her steps.  Will he derail her mis-
sion to deliver the message by Christmas? 
 

The rest of the summer movies dates are: 
July 7, July 21, August 4 and August 18. 
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For those who helped to serve communion in April. 
 

Bill Cline  for changing the outside sign. 
 

For those who run our projection screen and sound during both services. 
 

Peggy Billups  and Barbara Ellis  for straightening up the pews each week to prepare 
the sanctuary for worship. 
 

10:45 am Sunday School Volunteers:  Nancy Williams, Vicky Real, and Dave Rape. 
 

For all of our Ushers, Greeters and Acolytes! 

�

NEW! Women’s Bible Study beginning Monday May 4th at 
10:30 am  

 

A new study for Women entitled “Finding Balance” will be held 
May 4th -18th & June 1st - 15th at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary. I 
hope that you will join us in this six-week Sisters study where 
Becca Stevens will help you consider the question of balance in your life - be-
tween service and worship, duty, and devotion, doing and being. She does this 
by examining narratives of New Testament women such as Mary and Martha, 
Lydia, Mary the Mother of Jesus, the Canaanite woman, and Mary Magdalene. 
 

As part of the study, you will be given a short section to read, reflecting on the 
ideas presented and recording your thoughts throughout the week. Then, in 
weekly meetings with our Sisters group, you will share your thoughts and hear 
the insights of others. Each meeting will include a video in which Becca Stevens 
discusses the week's topic with a group she leads, followed by the discussion in 
your own Sisters group let by Traci Rhea. 
 

Finding balance will help you weigh and resolve some of the conflicting im-
pulses in your life, as you seek to follow Jesus Christ. 
 

Becca Stevens is an Episcopal priest at St. Augustine's Chapel on the Vander-
bilt University Campus. She is the founder of Magdalene, a residential commu-
nity for women with a criminal history of prostitution and drug use. In 2000, 
Becca was named Nashvillian of the Year by Nashville scene and, in 2001, was 
recognized by the YWCA's Academy of Women Achievement. 
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Our next Family Night will be on:  

Friday,  
May 29 at 6:30 pm.   

�

Vacation Bible school will start on Monday, July 20 
and run through Friday, July 24,   We will start at 
6:30 pm and we should be finished by 8:00 pm.  As 
always, you, the volunteers, are what make our 
VBS so successful.  Please see Traci Rhea for 
more details on how you can help! 

Got Ideas?   Time to put your caps on -- thinking caps, that is!  We're 
looking for new, fun, and creative fundraising ideas to raise monies 
for our church’s general fund.  Tell us about successful fundraisers 
you've participated in or have heard about.  Let us know what fund-
raisers you think our local community would be interested in.  Should 
we offer babysitting for a parents' night out?  How about a ladies 
luncheon with guest speakers?  What about a pancake breakfast, din-
ners to go, or a talent show?  Contact Nancy Williams or Sandy Dean 
with your ideas.  We would love to hear from you! 
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Radical Hospitality  
Opportunities to Serve  ��
Annual Conference 2009��

June 10 - 13, 2009  
Wednesday - Saturday 

Bethune Cookman University  
Daytona Beach, Florida��

Volunteers are needed in the following 
areas:  ��
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TRAINING:  Saturday, June 6th   
from 9:30 am - 12:00 noon 

There will be a Radical Hospitality training at  
Bethune Cookman University to acquaint all Annual 
Conference Hospitality Volunteers with the Campus 

and the responsibilities.��

“BIBLE 101” will begin at 6:30 
pm, Monday, May 4th, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Pastor David 
will lead this 6-session study 
that will help you to know how to use the 
Bible and understand more about God’s love 
and see Jesus’ life and sacrifice.  Study 
book available.  Bring your Bible. 
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NEW! Moms’ Bible Study beginning Wednesday May 6 th at 9:30 
am and continuing throughout the summer.  
 

In this mom’s Bible study, you will meet other women with children of 
various ages and be able to relate, offer advice, share life stories, and 
find a friend to just hang out with. If you are looking to join a young 
and friendly Bible Study group, join us Wednesdays for our new study 
beginning May 6th, or give Traci Rhea a call at 407-322-1472. 
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This page is designed to inform and educate parents and isn’t meant to endorse any music or movie. 
Our prayer is that you will make informed decisions on what your kids listen to and watch.�
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7:30 am Men’s Bible Study at 
Bob Evan’s Restaurant�

7:30 am UM Men�

7:30 am Men’s Bible Study at 
Bob Evan’s Restaurant�

7:30 am Men’s Bible Study at 
Bob Evan’s Restaurant�

7:30 am Men’s Bible Study at 
Bob Evan’s Restaurant�

12:00 Noon J.O.Y. Luncheon 

10:00 am Threads of Kindness 
 

2:30 pm CPR Training and Certification�

10:00 am Threads of Kindness�

10:00 am Threads of Kindness�

10:00 am Threads of Kindness�

7:00 pm  Workout with Grace�

7:00 pm  Workout with Grace�

7:00 pm  Workout with Grace�

7:00 pm  Workout with Grace�

7:00 pm  UMW Rebecca Circle 
7:00 pm  Finance Team Meeting 

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30 am Moms With Grace 

 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
�

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30 am Moms With Grace 

 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
�

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30 am Moms With Grace 

 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
�

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30 am Moms With Grace 

10:00 am UM W Circle of Hope 
 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 
8:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

�

6:30 pm Boy Scouts 
 

7:00 pm Golf Team Meeting�
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9:30 am Praise & Worship Service 
& Children’s Church 

9:45 am Adult Sunday School  
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Adult, Youth & Children’s Sunday School 
 

5:00 pm Youth 

9:30 am Praise & Worship Service 
& Children’s Church 

9:45 am Adult Sunday School  
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Adult, Youth &  Children’s Sunday School 

5:00 pm Youth 

9:30 am Praise & Worship Service  
& Children’s Church 

9:45 am Adult Sunday School  
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Adult, Youth & Children’s Sunday School 
12:00 noon Administrative Leadership Team  

1:30 pm Servant Ministries Team  
 

5:00 pm Youth 

9:30 am Praise & Worship Service 
& Children’s Church 

9:45 am Adult Sunday School  
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Adult, Youth & Children’s Sunday School 
 

5:00 pm Youth 

9:30 am Praise & Worship Service 
& Children’s Church 

9:45 am Adult Sunday School  
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Adult, Youth & Children’s Sunday School 
 

5:00 pm Youth 

10:30 am Bible Study 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Bible 101  
for Adults and Children�

10:30 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Bible 101  
for Adults and Children�

10:30 am Bible Study 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Bible 101  
for Adults and Children�

MEMORIAL DAY� 10:30 am Adult Summer Movie 
“A Place Called Home” �

6:30 pm Family Night�

8:30 am GOLF TOURNAMENT 
SHOUT GUN START!�

MOTHER’S DAY 
UM Women Bake Sale following both 

services�

6:30 pm Boy Scouts�

Church Office will be closed.�


